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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed  
to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support  
for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking  
God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.  
We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, age, economic resources, relationship status, health challenges 
or anything else that too often divides us. It is in our welcome which we 
commit ourselves to being an anti-racist space,  
a space where we seek daily to deepen our work of inclusion in  
the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome here. 

mailto:ChristLutheranVH@aol.com
mailto:CLCPreschool@aol.com
http://www.elca.org


SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS  
INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 – Silence for reflection – 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,  
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you.  
Teach us to follow in your ways,  
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, 
and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
and gathers you under wings of love. 
In + Jesus' name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen. 

SONG: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, ELW #514 
(Printed on bulletin insert) 

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wandering. Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 

 All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest. 
 Come from restlessness and roaming. Here in joy we keep the feast. 
 We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood. 
 Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 

All who hunger, sing together, Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.   
 And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out 
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is 
honorable, just and pure; and transform us into a people of righteousness and 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

READING – Isaiah 25:1-9 
Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect 
faithfulness you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

You have made the city a heap of rubble, the fortified town a ruin, 
the foreigners’ stronghold a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. 

Therefore strong peoples will honor you; cities of ruthless nations will revere you. 

You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, 
a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.  

For the breath of the ruthless is like a storm driving against a wall and like the 
heat of the desert. You silence the uproar of foreigners; as heat is reduced by the 
shadow of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is stilled. 

On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, 
a banquet of aged wine – the best of meats and the finest of wines. 

On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; 
he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.The Lord has spoken. 

In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him,  
and he saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and  
be glad in his salvation.” 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd,  
 I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
 for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff – they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

READING – Philippians 4:1-9 
(Paul writes to the people at Philippi:) Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you 
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, 
dear friends! I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same 
mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since 
they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement 
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



– Please stand as you are able –  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG) – ELW 172 
 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Halle, halle, halle – lujah. 
 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah! 

THE GOSPEL – Matthew 22:1-14 
  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those 
who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 
come. 

“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 

“But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his 
business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  
The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers  
and burned their city. 

“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 
did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 
anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the 
people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding 
clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 

“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, 
into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

“For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON – Rev. Gail Heidtke  



SONG: The King of Love My Shepherd Is, #502 (vs 1,2,5,6)  
(Printed on bulletin insert) 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faith never; 
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 

 Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leaders 
 and, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 

Thou spreads a table in my sight; thine unction grace bestoweth; 
and, oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faith never. 
 Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
Merciful God… Receive our prayer.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a socially distanced sign of peace or greeting – 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (not printed/Presider’s book on altar) 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or Lutheran to receive the 
sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Those who are interested 
will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to the front to select a single-serving 
Communion kit from the tray, or to receive a blessing. Then return to your seat via the side 
aisle to open the kit and partake in Communion. An usher will offer a basket to collect the 
container. All are welcome. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

SONG: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, ELW #547(on bulletin insert) 
Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 
the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended  
the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
 Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us 
To work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 
the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
embracing God’s children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
 Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Encampment Collection – Thank you for all who contributed to our first delivery last 

Sunday to support those in need in Chicago. We continue to collect: Blankets/sleeping 
bags (new or gently used/clean), socks, hand warmers, feminine products, Mariano’s 
gift cards (store closest to encampment). Collection will continue all winter. 

• Sanctuary Support – Delivering sleeping mats, small suitcases, OTC medicines to 
asylum seekers living in Police Stations and community centers in Chicago, a 
Sanctuary City. Collecting through mid-October. 

• Sue’s Pantry – Looking for small sizes of flour, cooking oil, sugar. Also anything 
needed to keep a home and family clean – dish soap, laundry detergent, body wash, 
shampoo. 

• Love INC – Always looking for housewares, nonperishables and volunteers.Want to 
learn more about this amazing organization? Talk with Natalie. 

• BSA Troop 273 Cookout – Boys and girls and their families interested in learning 
about scouting are invited to a free cookout on Saturday, October 21 from 2:30 to 6 
p.m. at the Deerpath Park/Warrington Shelter. More information including RSVP links 
are on our website. 

• Looking to restart Cub Scout Pack 273! Children/families ages Kindergarten through 
4th grade are encouraged to reach out to Theresa Calabrese 
(tcalabrese98@gmail.com).
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