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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed  
to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support  
for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking  
God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.  
We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  
gender expression, age, economic resources, relationship status,  
health challenges or anything else that too often divides us. It is in our 
welcome which we commit ourselves to being an anti-racist space,  
a space where we seek daily to deepen our work of inclusion in  
the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome here. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS & SHARING PRAYER CONCERNS 
By Kathy Davis, who will provide updated Prayers of Intercession 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 – Silence for reflection – 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done and what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved.  
In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit  
that Christ may live in our hearts.  Amen. 

SONG: Open Our Eyes Lord 
Open our eyes, Lord. We want to see Jesus.  
To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love Him. 
Open our ears Lord, and help us to listen.  
Open our eyes Lord. We want to see Jesus. (Repeat) 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

READING – 1 Samuel 3:1-10  
The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of 
the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. One night Eli, whose eyes were 
becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place.  
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house  
of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,  
“Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and  
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and  
lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’”  
So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 
 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
 Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 

You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
For you created my inmost being; 
 you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
 your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 
 when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
 all the days ordained for me were written in your book  
 before one of them came to be. 
How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 
Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand – 
 when I awake, I am still with you. 

READING – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
(Paul writes to the people of Corinth:) “All things are permitted for me,” but not all 
things are beneficial. “All things are permitted for me,” but I will not be dominated by 
anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for sexual immorality but for 
the Lord and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us 
by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I 
therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 
Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body 
with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Shun sexual immorality! Every sin that a person 
commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against the body 
itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought 
with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



– Please stand as you are able –  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG) – ELW 172 
 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Halle, halle, halle – lujah. 
 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah! 

THE GOSPEL – John 1:43-51 
  The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord. 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 
Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”  

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?”  

Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  

Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  

Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.” 

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON – Rev. Paul Pfeffer 



SONG: Here I Am, Lord, ELW #574  
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

“I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry, 
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night; I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?” 

 Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

“I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone; give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?”  Here I am Lord… 

“I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Shop shall I send?”  Here I am Lord… 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
Merciful God… Receive our prayer.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a greeting or sign of peace – 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (not printed/Presider’s book on altar) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine 
of Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or Lutheran 
to receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Those who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to 
the front to select a single-serving Communion kit from the tray, or to receive a 
blessing. Then return to your seat via the side aisle to open the kit and partake in 
Communion. An usher will offer a basket to collect the container. For those 
worshipping at home, please consider joining in Holy Communion by taking a bit  
of bread or cracker and a sip of wine or juice. All are welcome. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



SONG: Blessed Assurance, ELW #638 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 This is my story, this is my song.  
 Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 This is my story, this is my song.  
 Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight,  
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 
Angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. This is my story… 

Perfect submission, all is at rest;  
I in my Savior am happy and blest. 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. This is my story… 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!   
 Thanks be to God!  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Looking Ahead to Ash Wednesday – We will worship at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 

February 14 for Ash Wednesday as we begin our Lenten Season. 

• Thank you for the Joy Bags! More than 60 kids served by Sue’s Emergency Pantry in 
Vernon Hills will receive a little bit of joy, thanks to you. 

• Encampment Collection – Thank you to all who contributed to our first delivery to the 
Chicago homeless encampment near Pastor Padraig’s house. We continue to collect 
blankets/sleeping bags (new or gently used/clean), socks, hand warmers, gloves, 
feminine products, and Mariano’s gift cards (store closest to camp). 

• Sanctuary Support – Our first batch of sleeping mats, small suitcases and OTC 
medicines were delivered to asylum seekers living in Police Stations and community 
centers in Chicago, a Sanctuary City. This collection continues as need does not end. 

• Sue’s Pantry – Looking for small sizes of flour, cooking oil, sugar. Also anything needed 
to keep a home and family clean – dish soap, laundry detergent, body wash, shampoo. 

• Love INC – Always looking for housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Want to 
learn more about this amazing organization? Have a child or family in need of a bundle 
of clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie and on behalf of the church, we 
will request support – and Natalie will get us covered! (Thanks, Natalie.) 

• COOL Ministries – We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan as well as Vernon 
Township Pantry with non-perishables. Collection bins in hallway or give online. 

• BSA Troop 273 – Thank you to all who who support our partner Scouts as they have 
supported us. 

• Looking to restart Cub Scout Pack 273! Children/families ages Kindergarten through 
4th grade are encouraged to reach out to Theresa (tcalabrese98@gmail.com). 

• Prayer concerns? Please consider reaching out, so that our network of Prayer Warriors 
can pray for you or your concerns. You may remain anonymous. Please email 
ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request, and we will email the prayer team to lift 
up your prayer. If you would like to be part of the Prayer Team, please send an email.  

• Thank you for your support. Your presence in worship is very important as we join 
together in worship and praise. Thank you for being part of this community of faith so 
that we can lift our prayers together. If you would like to support the efforts of this 
community, we welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or Paypal 
through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you. 
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