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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed  
to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support  
for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking  
God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.  
We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  
gender expression, age, economic resources, relationship status,  
health challenges or anything else that too often divides us. It is in our 
welcome which we commit ourselves to being an anti-racist space,  
a space where we seek daily to deepen our work of inclusion in  
the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome here. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS &  
SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS 
By Kathy Davis, who will provide updated Prayers of Intercession 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 – Silence for reflection – 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done and what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved.  
In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit  
that Christ may live in our hearts.  Amen. 



SONG: In Christ There is No East or West, ELW #650  
(Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal) 

In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth. 

 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
 His service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 

Join hands disciples of the faith, whatever your race may be. 
All children of the living God are surely kin to me. 

 I Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north. 
 All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, though your Son you have called us to live faithfully  
and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace,  
and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 



READING – Exodus 20:1-17  
Then God spoke all these words, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do 
any work – you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit 
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 19 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 
 and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
 yet their voice goes out through all the earth  
 and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,  
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
 and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its circuit to the end of them,  
 and nothing is hid from its heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
 the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;  

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;  
 the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes;  

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
 the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;  
 sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
 But who can detect one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults.  

Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  
 do not let them have dominion over me.  

Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression.  
 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
 be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 



READING – 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

– Please stand as you are able –  
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW #616 
 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. 
 Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

THE GOSPEL – John 2:13-22 
  The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Passover was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves and the money changers 
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, with the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 



SERMON – Rev. Paul Pfeffer 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness, ELW #733  
(Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal) 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father.  
There is no shadow of turning with thee.  
Thou changes not, thy compassions, they fail not.  
As thou has been thou forever wilt be. 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
 Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
 All I have needed thy hand hath provided.  
 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest;  
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Great is thy faithfulness… 

 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
 blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! Great is thy faithfulness… 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
Hear us, O God… Your mercy is great.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a greeting or sign of peace – 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (not printed/Presider’s book on altar) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine 
of Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or Lutheran 
to receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Those who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to 
the front to select a single-serving Communion kit from the tray, or to receive a 
blessing. Then return to your seat via the side aisle to open the kit and partake in 
Communion. An usher will offer a basket to collect the container. For those 
worshipping at home, please consider joining in Holy Communion by taking a  
bit of bread or cracker and a sip of wine or juice. All are welcome. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



SONG: How Great Thou Art, ELW #856  
(Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal) 

O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder  
consider all the works thy hand hath made,  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee.  
How great thou art! How great thou art!  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee.  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander,  
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  
and hear the brook & feel the gentle breeze.  
 Then sings my soul… 

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,  
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing  
he bled and died to take away my sin. Then sings my soul… 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!  
Then I shall bow in humble adoration  
and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  
 Then sings my soul… 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!   
 Thanks be to God!  

Please enjoy refreshments. 
Congregation Meeting follows 

immediately after worship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• CONGREGATION MEETING – TODAY (March 3)  after worship. Agenda, budget, 

financials emailed Feb 13 in The Call eNews and available after worship. 

• TIME CHANGE NEXT WEEK – Spring forward one hour. 

• Mother’s Day Joy Bags! Sue’s Pantry asked if we could create a treat for the many 
women she serves. Holly is gathering items for us to pack gift bags. Assembly date 
tentatively planned for April 28 after church. If you would like to donate toward the cost 
of the items, please reach out to Holly (HollySJ@earthlink.net). Thank you. 

• Caring Hands – March 16, April TBD, May 18, June 15 from 9 to noon. 

• Encampment Collection – Thank you to all who contributed to our deliveries to the 
Chicago homeless encampment near Pastor Padraig’s house. We continue to collect 
blankets/sleeping bags (new or gently used/clean), socks, hand warmers, gloves, 
feminine products, and Mariano’s gift cards (store closest to camp). 

• Sanctuary Support – We continue to collect items for asylum seekers living in Police 
Stations and community centers in Chicago, a Sanctuary City. New wishlist diapers, 
formula, coats, children’s clothes (baby to teen), children’s/adult cold medicines, cough 
drops, Advil, Tylenol, heart burn relief, lotion, shoes, strollers, book bags, suitcases, 
storage bins with lids. 

• Sue’s Pantry – Looking for small sizes of flour, cooking oil, sugar. Also anything needed 
to keep a home and family clean – dish soap, laundry detergent, body wash, shampoo. 

• Love INC – Always looking for housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Want to 
learn more about this amazing organization? Have a child or family in need of a bundle 
of clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie and on behalf of the church, we 
will request support – and Natalie will get us covered! (Thanks, Natalie.) 

• COOL Ministries – We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan as well as Vernon 
Township Pantry with non-perishables. Collection bins in hallway or give online. 

• BSA Troop 273 – Thank you to all who who support our partner Scouts as they have 
supported us. Looking to restart Cub Scout Pack 273! Children/families ages 
Kindergarten through 4th grade are encouraged to reach out to Theresa 
(tcalabrese98@gmail.com). 

• Prayer concerns? Please consider reaching out, so that our network of Prayer Warriors 
can pray for you or your concerns. You may remain anonymous. Please email 
ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request, and we will email the prayer team to lift 
up your prayer. If you would like to be part of the Prayer Team, please send an email.  

• THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Your presence in worship is very important as we 
join together in worship and praise. Thank you for being part of this community of faith 
so that we can lift our prayers together. If you would like to support the efforts of this 
community, we welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or Paypal 
through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you.
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