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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed  
to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support  
for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking  
God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.  
We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  
gender expression, age, economic resources, relationship status,  
health challenges or anything else that too often divides us. It is in our  
welcome which we commit ourselves to being an anti-racist space,  
a space where we seek daily to deepen our work of inclusion in  
the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome here. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS &  
SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS 
By Kathy Davis, who will provide updated Prayers of Intercession 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 – Silence for reflection – 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done and what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved.  
In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit  
that Christ may live in our hearts.  Amen. 



SONG: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less, #597 
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal. 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

 When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
 In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 
 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 
When all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

 When he shall come with trumpet sound Oh may I then in him be found, 
 clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! 
 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the 
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may 
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



READING – Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O 
Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man 
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought 
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord, 
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 
you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three 
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all 
these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other, but he did not cut 
the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 
smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates.” 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 



RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 27 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh –  
my adversaries and foes – they shall stumble and fall. 
 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
 though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 

One thing I asked of the Lord; this I seek:  
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
 to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
 he will set me high on a rock. 

Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
 and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 

“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
 Do not hide your face from me. 

Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. 
 Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 

If my father and mother forsake me,  
 the Lord will take me up. 

Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me  
on a level path because of my enemies. 
 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 

For false witnesses have risen against me and they are breathing out violence. 
 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord  

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord;  
 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 



READING – Philippians 3:17 through 4:1 
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction, their god 
is the belly, and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

– Please stand as you are able –  

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW #616 
 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. 
 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. 

THE GOSPEL – Luke 13:31-35 
 The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord. 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I 
am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the 
third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my 
way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 
Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’ ”

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 



SERMON – Rev. Paul Pfeffer 

SONG: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, #834 
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise;  
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes; 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days;  
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light;  
 Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 Thy justice like mountains high soaring above, 
 Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 

 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 All laud we would render; Oh, help us to see 
 ’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
God of grace… Receive our prayer.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a greeting or sign of peace – 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (not printed/Presider’s book on altar) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or Lutheran to 
receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Those 
who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to the front 
to select a single-serving Communion kit from the tray, or to receive a blessing. Then 
return to your seat via the side aisle to open the kit and partake in Communion. An 
usher will offer a basket to collect the container. For those worshipping at home, 
please consider joining in Holy Communion by taking a bit of bread or cracker and a 
sip of wine or juice. All are welcome. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 



BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

SONG: Lead Me, Guide Me, #768 
Lead me, guide me, along the way; For if you lead me I cannot stray. 
Lord let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r 
 to help me over my weakness hour. 
 Help me through the darkness thy face to see, 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Lead me, guide me… 

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Lead me, guide me… 

 I am lost, if you take your hand from me; 
 I am blind without thy Light to see; 
 Lord, always let me thy servant be; 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Lead me, guide me… 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Thank you, Kathy – We especially lift up PreSchool Director Kathy Davis, who has 

announced her upcoming retirement.  

• Giving Statements emailed on January 19 – Reach out to ChristLutheranVH@aol.com if 
you did not receive or need assistance. 

• Lenten Soup Supper – Wed, March 26 at 7p; Sign up to bring soup, bread, salad or 
dessert – or just join us. There is always plenty. See Penni to help (penry4@gmail.com) 

• PreSchool Birthday Bash – Saturday, April 26; Please start collecting raffle items. 

• Supporting the Homeless – Thank you to all who sent items for the camp near Pastor 
Padraig’s home in Chicago. There was so much we must send a second load. Thank you! 

• Caring Hands – 9a to Noon on the following Saturdays: April 12, May 17, June 21, 
September 20, October 18, November 15. Making prayer shawls, comfort blankets, hats/
mittens. (CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com) 

• Donating to Wildfire Victims – ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response is one of the oldest, 
most effective and most respected organizations for getting money where it can be put to 
good use. Donate at ELCA.org. There is also a link on our website under “WORK.” 

• Scouting! – Boys and girls ages Kindergarten through high school have an opportunity to 
build skills and have fun through Scouting. Thanks for supporting our Pack/Troop 273! 

• PreSchool Prayers – Keep the children, families and staff of our PreSchool in prayer.  

• Sue’s Pantry – Call for toilet paper! And anything needed to keep a home and family clean 
– dish soap, laundry detergent, body wash, shampoo. 

• Love INC – Housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Want to learn more? Have a 
family in need of a bundle of clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie she will get 
us covered! (Thanks, Natalie.) (https://loveinclakecounty.org/) 

• COOL Ministries – We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan with non-perishables. 
Collection bins in hallway or give online. (CoolMinistries.org) 

• Prayer concerns? Consider reaching out so that our network of Prayer Warriors can pray. 
You may remain anonymous. Email ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request. Would 
you join with us in prayer? Send an email to be included on the prayer mailing list. The task 
is simple-but-powerful – when time permits, open the email and read/pray with us.  

• THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Your presence in worship is very important. Thank 
you for being part of this community of faith. If you would like to support our service, we 
welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or Paypal through the link at the 
bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you!
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