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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed  
to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support  
for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking  
God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.  
We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  
gender expression, age, economic resources, relationship status,  
health challenges or anything else that too often divides us. It is in our  
welcome which we commit ourselves to being an anti-racist space,  
a space where we seek daily to deepen our work of inclusion in  
the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome here. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS, SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS 
By Kathy Davis, who will provide updated Prayers of Intercession 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
	 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 	  
	 – Silence for reflection – 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done and what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved.  
In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit  
that Christ may live in our hearts.  Amen. 



SONG: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less, #597 
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

	 When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
	 In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 
	 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 
When all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

	 When he shall come with trumpet sound, Oh may I then in him be found, 
	 clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! 
	 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.  And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our  
ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing  
what is eternal, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



READING – Malachi 4:1-2a 

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.  

	 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 98 
O sing to the Lord a new song, 
	 for he has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 
	 The Lord has made known his victory; 

He has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
	 He has remembered his steadfast love and  
	 faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth  
	 have seen the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
	 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
	 with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
	 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar and all that fills it, 
	 the world and those who live in it. 

Let the floods clap their hands; 
	 let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord,  

for he is coming to judge the earth. 
	 He will judge the world with righteousness  
	 and the peoples with equity. 



READING – 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, and we did not eat 
anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day 
so that we might not burden any of you.  

This was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example 
to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone 
unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living 
irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

	 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

– Please stand as you are able –   
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG) – ELW 172 
	 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Halle, halle, halle – lujah. 
	 Halle, halle, halle – lujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah! 



READING – Luke 21:5-19 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord. 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, (Jesus) said, “As for these things that you 
see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 
is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for 
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not 
go after them. 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to 
them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; there will 
be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will 
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So 
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and 
friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because 
of my name.  But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will 
gain your souls.” 

	 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON – Rev. Paul Pfeffer 



SONG: When Peace Like a River, #785 
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
	 It is well (it is well), with my soul, (with my soul). 
	 It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control, 
that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate  
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. 
	 It is well (it is well), with my soul, (with my soul). 
	 It is well, it is well with my soul. 

He lives – oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul. 
	 It is well (it is well), with my soul, (with my soul). 
	 It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
Even so it is well with my soul. 
	 It is well (it is well), with my soul, (with my soul). 
	 It is well, it is well with my soul. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
Hear us, O God… Your mercy is great.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a greeting or sign of peace – 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (not printed/Presider’s book on altar) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and 
wine of Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or 
Lutheran to receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Those who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up 
the center aisle to the front to select a single-serving Communion kit from the 
tray, or to receive a blessing. Then return to your seat via the side aisle to 
open the kit and partake in Communion. An usher will offer a basket to collect 
the container. For those worshipping at home, please consider joining in Holy 
Communion by taking a bit of bread or cracker and a sip of wine or juice. All 
are welcome. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 



BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

SONG: Shout to the Lord, #821 
(Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal) 

My Jesus – my Savior – Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days – I want to praise – the wonders of your might-y love. 
My comfort – my shelter – tower of refuge and strength; 
Let every breath – all that I am – never cease to worship you. 

	 Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing 
	 power and majesty, praise to the King. 
	 Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. 
	 I sing for joy at the work of your hands;  
	 forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. 
	 Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.    (Repeat) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   
	 Thanks be to God! 

 

Help Stock the Pantries!

Our efforts continue all fall 
– bins in the hallway!

Thank you!



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Saturday with St. Nick – Dec. 6 from 10 to noon. Our gift to the community. 

• Decorate the Church – next week after worship. Thanks for your help. 

• Stock the Pantries! – Non-Perishables Needed. Bring your donations of nonperishable food, 
paper goods, hygiene supplies, etc. and we will deliver to local pantries, which need all they help 
they can get. Also collecting fresh milk, eggs, meat, produce for specific families.Thank you! 

• Meals in a Bag – 2 gal ziplocks with all the nonperishable ingredients needed to make a hearty 
meal – bags and ingredient list/recipe cards available in the Narthex or on our website. We will 
provide these as needed and encourage everyone to have a couple to hand out. 

• Here to help. Do you or someone you know need food or support, especially with the loss of 
benefits? Reach out to the church at ChristLutheranVH@aol.com or 847-367-5787. 

• Alert Whistles & Rights Cards – On the bulletin table. To use or share as needed. 

• Pray Over Our PreSchool Ministry  – May we continue to effectively bring the message of 
God’s love for all into our community. 

• Cub Scout Pack 273 Popcorn Sale – email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. 

• Troop 273 Wreath Sale – Lucas has information; view the brochure online – https://
northwoodswreaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-NWW-Brochure.pdf 

• Last Call for PreSchool Pasta and Pizza Card Fundraiser – Info table and front page of our 
website – Lou Malnati’s Pizza Card order form or the dried Pasta order form. 

• Donating to Victims of Flood, Earthquake, Fire, Drought, War – ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster 
Response is one of the oldest, most effective and most respected organizations for getting 
money where it can be put to good use. Donate at ELCA.org. There is also a link on our website 
under “WORK.” 

• Caring Hands – On break until January 17. Making prayer shawls, comfort blankets, hat and 
mittens. Reach out for information or projects for home. (CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com) 

• Scouting! – Christ Lutheran is the Charter Organization for Pack 273 & Troop 273. Programs for 
girls and boys ages Kindergarten through high school, building skills, making connections and 
having fun.  For younger kids, email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. For older kids, email 
committeechair@troop273vh.net. Thanks to Holly & Bill Jones and their volunteers for their 
efforts in leading the groups. Thanks for supporting our Pack/Troop 273! 

• Sue’s Pantry – Sue has moved her pantry to a space in Arlington Heights. We will continue to 
collect anything needed to keep a home and family clean. 

• Love INC – Housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Know a family in need of a bundle of 
clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie! (https://loveinclakecounty.org/) 

• COOL Ministries – We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan with non-perishables. Collection 
bins in hallway or give online. (CoolMinistries.org) 

• Prayer concerns? Consider reaching out so that our network of Prayer Warriors can pray. You 
may remain anonymous. Email ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request. Would you join 
with us in prayer? Send an email to be included on the prayer mailing list. The task is simple-but-
powerful – when time permits, open the email and read/pray with us.  

• THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Thank you for being part of this community of faith. If you 
would like to support our service, we welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or 
Paypal through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you!

http://christlutheranvh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/MealsInBag.pdf
mailto:ChristLutheranVH@aol.com
mailto:committee.Chair@Pack273VH.org
https://northwoodswreaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-NWW-Brochure.pdf
https://northwoodswreaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-NWW-Brochure.pdf
https://northwoodswreaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-NWW-Brochure.pdf
http://christlutheranvh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MalnatisFundraiser.pdf
http://christlutheranvh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PastaFundraiser.pdf
http://ELCA.org
mailto:CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com
mailto:committee.Chair@Pack273VH.org
mailto:committeechair@troop273vh.net
https://loveinclakecounty.org/
http://CoolMinistries.org
mailto:ChristLutheranVH@aol.com
http://ChristLutheranVH.org

