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All Are Welcome – All the Time!
You do not need to be a member of this church  
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship.  
If you wish to take communion, we ask that  
you desire a relationship with Jesus.  
His body and blood were given and shed for you. 

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed to the work of 
equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support for all of God's beloveds. We 
welcome those who are seeking God’s love and grace for the first time or as a 
life-long believer. We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,  
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, age, economic resources, relationship status, health challenges or 
anything else that too often divides us. It is in our welcome which we commit 
ourselves to being an anti-racist space, a space where we seek daily to deepen 
our work of inclusion in the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are 
welcome here. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER CONCERNS, THANKSGIVINGS
After chimes, Kathy Davis will take requests to add to the Prayers of Intercession,  
and provide Pastor with the updated sheet. 

INVOCATION 
God has promised to raise up a shepherd for us, so that we might not fear  
or wander away – a shepherd who will deal with us and with all earth’s people 
carefully and justly. In Jesus Christ, we have a great Shepherd.  
Let us return with thanksgiving to the one who guards and guides our lives. 
	 Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Reader: 	 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Women: 	Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before him with joyful songs. 

All: 	 Know that the Lord is God.  
	 It is he who made us, and we are his. 
	 We are God’s people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Pastor: 	 Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. 

Men: 	 Give thanks to God and praise his name. 

All: 	 For the Lord is good and God’s love endures forever. 
	 His faithfulness continues through all generations. 



SONG: We Gather Together,  
sung to the tune of #870 
Printed on bulletin insert 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing. 
God chastens and hastens His will to make known. 
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to His name; God forgets not His own. 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine. 
So, from the beginning the fight we were winning. 
Thou, Lord, were at our side; all glory be Thine! 

We all do extol Thee, Thou Leader triumphant, 
And pray that Thou still our defender will be. 
Let Thy congregation escape tribulation. 
Thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. O God, our true life… 

To serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you,  
we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,  
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



READING – Deuteronomy 26:1-11  
“When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess and you possess it and settle in it, you shall take some 
of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall 
go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 
the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our 
ancestors to give us.’  

“When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your 
God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and 
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, 
by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; 
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.  

“The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought 
us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So 
now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ 
You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before 
the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who 
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God 
has given to you and to your house.” 

	 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSIVE READING – Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, 
	 a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
	 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 
	 though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
	 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
	 God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; 
	 he utters his voice; the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 
	 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
	 see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
	 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
	 he burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God! 
	 I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 
	 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 



READING – Colossians 1:11-20 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks 
to the Father, who has enabled you[ to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been 
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place 
in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

	 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

NOTE TO PASTOR: Kathy Davis or another 
volunteer will gather up any children in 
attendance who would like to go out for a quick 
activity. They will return in time for Communion. 
Children are always welcome to stay in worship 
the entire time. Books, sketch tablets, color 
sheets and small manipulative are always 
available in the Narthex – for kids and adults :-)



– Please stand as you are able –   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name, #634, vs. 1 & 6 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 

THE GOSPEL – Luke 23:33-43 
	 The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing.  And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription 
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come in your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 

	 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON:  “Standing in the Reign” – Pastor Dawn Roucka 



SONG: Crown Him with Many Crowns, #855 
Verses 1,2,4,5; Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as they matchless king through all eternity. 

	 Crown him the virgin’s Son, the God incarnate born, 
	 whose arm those crimson trophies won which now his brown adorn; 
	 Fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem, 
	 the root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem. 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave 
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

	 Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 
	 creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
	 All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou has died for me; 
	 thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet) 
Gracious and faithful God… hear our prayer.   

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
– Please share a greeting or sign of peace – 



OFFERTORY/INVITATION TO GIVE 
We are a blessed people. In this season of Thanksgiving, it is good that we recall 
God’s many gifts in our lives, and grace which God has given us to help us use them 
all for good. As we ready ourselves to join the great Feast of Thanksgiving, a feast 
which God has made for us in Christ Jesus, let us consider just how welcome we are 
to receive it – all of us – and to share these gifts for the sake of the world. For the 
gifts of God are many, and they are made real in this meal, and in the family of God 
gathered around it. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
	 And also with you. 
We gather at the Table of Christ to join our hearts and minds in praise of God.   
	 God has exalted Jesus and given him a name above every name. 
So let us give thanks to the Lord our God and let every knee bend,  
in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess.  
	 For it is right to proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord. Glory to God forever! 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Presider’s book on altar) 
It is always right and just to praise you, God our Eternal and Almighty Ruler, for you 
have always sought and found us.  We give you praise for Jesus Christ, the shepherd 
and guardian of our souls, who has crowned the year with mercy and kindness in the 
giving of himself for the sake of the world.  May our lives truly proclaim what our 
hearts have believed: that you are our Lord who will reign forever and ever. 

We remember that in the night he was betrayed……. 

Send down your Holy Spirit, we pray, that as we receive your gifts – bread broken 
and wine poured – our lives might be made whole, and be offered to you anew for 
faithful service.  This we pray in the name of Christ our Lord and King. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT 
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine 
of Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or 
Lutheran to receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Those who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to the 
front to receive Communion or a blessing. If you would like Communion brought to you, please let 
an usher know. You are also welcome to remain in your seat to pray. Welcome! 

Today we will offer both traditional distribution of bread and wine as well as single-serving 
Communion kits. Please choose as you feel comfortable. If you would like Traditional 
Communion, select an empty cup from the tray and come forward to receive a piece of bread in 
your open hand. The assistant will then pour wine into your cup. Your empty cup may be placed in 
the trays at each side as you return to your seat. Single-serving kits are available in the second 
tray. Select a sealed cup and bring it back to your seat to open and partake. Once at your seat, 
peel back the top layer to find the wafer, and then the bottom seal to drink. An usher will offer a 
basket to collect the empty container.  

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Worthy lamb of God, who alone we worship and to whom we offer allegiance. 
Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength, be to you 
forevermore! By your Spirit shape us by your rule of love that we plenteously 
bring forth the fruit of good works, and be your living body in the world. Amen 

BENEDICTION  
Beloved of God, rejoice in the Lord always  
and place your whole trust in God’s absolute abundant love.  
Feel the powerful presence of God in your life  
and know that God, the Lord of light and love reigns supreme.    
May God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be in your hearts  
and reflected in your lives now and always.  
	 Amen. 



SONG: Let All Things Now Living, #881 
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving  
to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,  
who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
	 God’s banners are o’er us, God’s light goes before us,  
	 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,  
as forward we travel from light into light. 

God rules all the forces; the stars in their courses 
and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
	 We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
	 with glad adoration a song let us raise; 
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
“To God in the highest hosanna and praise!” 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, and may God’s peace reign in you.   
	 Thanks be to God! 

All are invited to enjoy refreshments and 
conversation after worship 
We will also put up the Christmas Tree and 
other decorations as we prepare for 
Advent. Thank you for your help.



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Decorate the Church – today after worship. Thanks for your help. 

• Saturday with St. Nick – Dec. 6 from 10 to noon. Our gift to the community. 

• Christmas Eve Worship – Wednesday, December 24 at 4p 

• Stock the Pantries! – Non-Perishables Needed. Bring your donations of nonperishable food, 
paper goods, hygiene supplies, etc. and we will deliver to local pantries, which need all they help 
they can get. Also collecting fresh milk, eggs, meat, produce for specific families.Thank you! 

• Meals in a Bag – 2 gal ziplocks with all the nonperishable ingredients needed to make a hearty 
meal – bags and ingredient list/recipe cards available in the Narthex or on our website. We will 
provide these as needed and encourage everyone to have a couple to hand out. 

• Here to help. Do you or someone you know need food or support, especially with the loss of 
benefits? Reach out to the church at ChristLutheranVH@aol.com or 847-367-5787. 

• Alert Whistles & Rights Cards – On the bulletin table. To use or share as needed. 

• Pray Over Our PreSchool Ministry  – May we continue to effectively bring the message of 
God’s love for all into our community. 

• Cub Scout Pack 273 Popcorn Sale – email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. 

• Troop 273 Wreath Sale – Lucas has information; view the brochure online – https://
northwoodswreaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-NWW-Brochure.pdf 

• Donating to Victims of Flood, Earthquake, Fire, Drought, War – ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster 
Response is one of the oldest, most effective and most respected organizations for getting 
money where it can be put to good use. Donate at ELCA.org. There is also a link on our website 
under “WORK.” 

• Caring Hands – On break until January 17. Making prayer shawls, comfort blankets, hat and 
mittens. Reach out for information or projects for home. (CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com) 

• Scouting! – Christ Lutheran is the Charter Organization for Pack 273 & Troop 273. Programs for 
girls and boys ages Kindergarten through high school, building skills, making connections and 
having fun.  For younger kids, email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. For older kids, email 
committeechair@troop273vh.net. Thanks to Holly & Bill Jones and their volunteers for their 
efforts in leading the groups. Thanks for supporting our Pack/Troop 273! 

• Sue’s Pantry – Sue has moved her pantry to a space in Arlington Heights. We will continue to 
collect anything needed to keep a home and family clean. 

• Love INC – Housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Know a family in need of a bundle of 
clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie! (https://loveinclakecounty.org/) 

• COOL Ministries – We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan with non-perishables. Collection 
bins in hallway or give online. (CoolMinistries.org) 

• Prayer concerns? Consider reaching out so that our network of Prayer Warriors can pray. You 
may remain anonymous. Email ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request. Would you join 
with us in prayer? Send an email to be included on the prayer mailing list. The task is simple-but-
powerful – when time permits, open the email and read/pray with us.  

• THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Thank you for being part of this community of faith. If you 
would like to support our service, we welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or 
Paypal through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you!
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