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All Are Welcome — All the Time!

You do not need to be a member of this church
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship. ‘
If you wish to take communion, we ask that

you desire a relationship with Jesus.

His body and blood were given and shed for you.

M

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed

to the work of equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support

for all of God's beloveds. We welcome those who are seeking

God’s love and grace for the first time or as a life-long believer.

We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome, regardless of race,
culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age,
economic resources, relationship status, health challenges or anything else
that too often divides us. It is in our welcome which we commit ourselves to
being an anti-racist space, a space where we seek daily to deepen our work
of inclusion in the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are welcome
here.


mailto:ChristLutheranVH@aol.com
http://www.elca.org

Today We Celebrate Epiphany

Epiphany is a church festival celebrated on January 6, which is the 12th
day of Christmas — though we are celebrating today. Epiphany
commemorates the coming of the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles. Images of Epiphany include the star that lead the Magi,
light and illumination. Epiphany traditions include King Cakes, putting gifts
into children’s shoes, blessing homes with holy water, or using chalk to
write a blessing on the door frame. The inscription for this year would be
20 + C + M + B + 26 — with the numbers representing the year and the
letters standing either for the traditional names of the Magi (Caspar,
Melchior, Balthazar) or for “Christus Mansionem Benedict” (May Christ
bless this dwelling).

SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS & THANKSGIVINGS

SONG: We Three Kings (vs 1 & 2)

We three Kings of Orient are bearing gifts, we traverse a-far.
Field and fountain, moor and mountain — filling yonder star.
Oh... Star of wonder, star of night. Star with royal beautify bright.
Westward leading, still proceeding. Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem'’s plain. Gold | bring to crown Him again.
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.

Oh... Star of wonder, star of night. Star with royal beautify bright.
Westward leading, still proceeding. Guide us to thy perfect light.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



We confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
— Silence for reflection —

Most merciful God...
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done and what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together in Christ. By grace we have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit

that Christ may live in our hearts. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a
star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at
last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



SONG: What Child Is This — ELW #296 (vs 1 & 3)

What child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet

while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the king,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing.

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh;

come peasant, king to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

READING - Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall
come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in
their nurses’ arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because
the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 72:1-7, 11-14

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

May he judge your people with righteousness
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.

May he live while the sun endures
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.

In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.

For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.

He has pity on the weak and the needy
and saves the lives of the needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their life,
and precious is their blood in his sight.



SONG: Hark the Herald Angels Sing, ELW #270 (vs. 1 & 3)

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Hail the heav’'n born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun or righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die;

Born to raise each child of earth; Born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

READING - Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that |, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of
you gentiles, for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s
grace that was given me for you and how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given me by the working of his power. Although | am the very least
of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news
of the boundless riches of Christ and to make everyone see what is the plan
of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.[This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom
we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



— Please stand as you are able —

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG) - ELW 172

Halle, halle, halle — lujah. Halle, halle, halle — lujah.
Halle, halle, halle — lujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah!

THE GOSPEL - Matthew 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,

magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the
prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard
the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



SONG: Go Tell it on the Mountain, ELW #290

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere!
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light... Go tell...

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn... Go tell...

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet)
Let us pray: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for
the church, creation, and all who are in need.

Hear us, O God... Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love, through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

May the Lord bless us and keep us.

May the Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to us.

May the Lord look upon us with favor and give each of us peace.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SONG: Joy to the World, ELW #267 (verses 1 & 2)

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room

and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’'n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

DISMISSAL

Shine God'’s light in the world!
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for worshipping today! And thank you to our lay leaders and all of
our partner pastors for leading us in praise and worship.

Un-Decorating — next week after worship — January 11. Thank you for any help
you can offer.

Stock the Pantries! — Non-Perishables Needed. Bring your donations of nonperishable
food, paper goods, hygiene supplies, etc. and we will deliver to local pantries, which need all
they help they can get. Also collecting fresh milk, eggs, meat, produce for specific
families.Thank you!

Meals in a Bag — 2 gal ziplocks with all the nonperishable ingredients needed to make a
hearty meal — bags and ingredient list/recipe cards available in the Narthex or on our
website. We will provide these as needed and encourage everyone to have a couple to hand
out.

Here to help. Do you or someone you know need food or support, especially with the loss of
benefits? Reach out to the church at ChristLutheranVH@aol.com or 847-367-5787.

Alert Whistles & Rights Cards — On the bulletin table. To use or share as needed.

Pray Over Our PreSchool Ministry — May we continue to effectively bring the message of
God’s love for all into our community.

Donating to Victims of Flood, Earthquake, Fire, Drought, War — ELCA’s Lutheran
Disaster Response is one of the oldest, most effective and most respected organizations for
getting money where it can be put to good use. Donate at ELCA.org. There is also a link on
our website under “WORK.”

Caring Hands — Nest Meeting is January 17. Making prayer shawls, comfort blankets, hat
and mittens. Reach out for information or projects for home.
(CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com)

Scouting! — Christ Lutheran is the Charter Organization for Pack 273 & Troop 273.
Programs for girls and boys ages Kindergarten through high school, building skills, making
connections and having fun. For younger kids, email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. For
older kids, email committeechair@troop273vh.net. Thanks to Holly & Bill Jones and their
volunteers for their efforts in leading the groups. Thanks for supporting our Pack/Troop 273!

Sue’s Pantry — Sue has moved her pantry to a space in Arlington Heights. We continue to
collect anything needed to keep a home and family clean as well as any nonperishable food
items.

Love INC — Housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Know a family in need of a bundle
of clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie! (https://loveinclakecounty.org/)

COOL Ministries — We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan with non-perishables.
Collection bins in hallway or give online. (CoolMinistries.org)

Prayer concerns? Consider reaching out so that our network of Prayer Warriors can pray.
You may remain anonymous. Email ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request. Would
you join with us in prayer? Send an email to be included on the prayer mailing list. The task
is simple-but-powerful — when time permits, open the email and read/pray with us.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Thank you for being part of this community of faith. If
you would like to support our service, we welcome donations, which can be provided by
credit card or Paypal through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org.
Thank you!
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