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All Are Welcome — All the Time!

You do not need to be a member of this church
or Lutheran to participate in any part of worship. .
If you wish to take communion, we ask that

you desire a relationship with Jesus.

His body and blood were given and shed for you.

M

Christ Lutheran Church & PreSchool is a community committed to the work of
equity and inclusion, bringing justice and support for all of God's beloveds. We
welcome those who are seeking God’s love and grace for the first time or as a
life-long believer. We welcome because Jesus shows us how to welcome,
regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, age, economic resources, relationship status, health challenges or
anything else that too often divides us. It is in our welcome which we commit
ourselves to being an anti-racist space, a space where we seek daily to deepen
our work of inclusion in the life of our church. Our unity is in Christ. All are
welcome here.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER CONCERNS, THANKSGIVINGS

After chimes, Kathy Davis will take requests to add to the Prayers of Intercession,
and provide Pastor with the updated sheet.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
SONG: Baptized in Water, #456
Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God’s praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God’s praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children; joyfully now God’s praise we sing.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

READING - Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.

He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he
will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth
justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the
earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it: | am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness; |
have taken you by the hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. | am the Lord;
that is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former
things have come to pass, and new things | now declare; before they spring forth, |
tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 29

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendor.

The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl and strips the forest bare,
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.

May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!



READING - Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: “l truly understand that God shows no

partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

— Please stand as you are able —

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG) - ELW 172
Halle, halle, halle — lujah. Halle, halle, halle — lujah.
Halle, halle, halle — lujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah!

THE GOSPEL - Matthew 3:13-17
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “l| need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
God'’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



SERMON: “Baptism — the Glorious Exchange”

SONG: This is the Spirit’s Entry Now, #448

Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal

This is the Spirit's entry now: the water and the word,
the cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.

This miracle of life reborn comes from the Lord of breath;
the sinless one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.

Let water be the sacred sign that we must die each day
to rise again by his design as followers of his way.

Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for your baptismal power,
that washes us through all our days. Come, cleanse again this hour.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (on separate sheet)
Merciful God... receive our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
— Please share a greeting or sign of peace —



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Presider’s book on altar)

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION AT THE FRONT

All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or
Lutheran to receive the sacrament. We ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus
Christ. Those who are interested will be invited by an usher to come up the center aisle to the
front to receive Communion or a blessing. If you would like Communion brought to you, please let
an usher know. You are also welcome to remain in your seat to pray. Welcome!

Today we will offer both traditional distribution of bread and wine as well as single-serving
Communion kits. Please choose as you feel comfortable. If you would like Traditional
Communion, select an empty cup from the tray and come forward to receive a piece of bread in
your open hand. The assistant will then pour wine into your cup. Your empty cup may be placed in
the trays at each side as you return to your seat. Single-serving kits are available in the second
tray. Select a sealed cup and bring it back to your seat to open and partake. Once at your seat,
peel back the top layer to find the wafer, and then the bottom seal to drink. An usher will offer a
basket to collect the empty container.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



SONG: Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death, #452

Printed on bulletin insert or in hymnal

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light,
so learn his love, its length and breadth, its fullness, depth and height.

To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear release,
to give the Spirit’s unity, the very bond of peace.

There is one body and one hope, one Spirit and one call,
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, one God who made us all.

Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save,
with kind and gentle hearts forgive as God in Christ forgave.

For as Christ lived, for us he died, and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Please enjoy refreshments
and conversation. We will
take down Christmas
decorations after worship -
thanks for any help.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

UnDecorating — Today after Worship. Thank you for any help you can offer.

Caring Hands — Meeting from 9 a.m. to noon on the following Saturday mornings — January 17,
February 21, March 21. Making prayer shawls, comfort blankets, hat and mittens. Reach out for
information or projects for home. (CaringHandsVernonHills@gmail.com)

Meals in a Bag — 2 gal ziplocks with all the nonperishable ingredients needed to make a hearty
meal — bags and ingredient list/recipe cards available in the Narthex or on our website. We will
provide these as needed and encourage everyone to have a couple to hand out.

Stock the Pantries! — Non-Perishables Needed. Bring your donations of nonperishable food,
paper goods, hygiene supplies, etc. and we will deliver to local pantries, which need all they help
they can get. Also collecting fresh milk, eggs, meat, produce for specific families.Thank you!

Here to help. Do you or someone you know need food or support, especially with the loss of
benefits? Reach out to the church at ChristLutheranVH@aol.com or 847-367-5787.

Alert Whistles & Rights Cards — On the bulletin table. To use or share as needed.

Pray Over Our PreSchool Ministry — May we continue to effectively bring the message of
God’s love for all into our community.

Donating to Victims of Flood, Earthquake, Fire, Drought, War — ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster
Response is one of the oldest, most effective and most respected organizations for getting
money where it can be put to good use. Donate at ELCA.org. There is also a link on our website
under “WORK.”

Scouting! — Christ Lutheran is the Charter Organization for Pack 273 & Troop 273. Programs for
girls and boys ages Kindergarten through high school, building skills, making connections and
having fun. For younger kids, email committee.chair@Pack273VH.org. For older kids, email
committeechair@troop273vh.net. Thanks to Holly & Bill Jones and their volunteers for their
efforts in leading the groups. Thanks for supporting our Pack/Troop 273!

Sue’s Pantry — Sue has moved her pantry to a space in Arlington Heights. We will continue to
collect anything needed to keep a home and family clean.

Love INC — Housewares, nonperishables and volunteers. Know a family in need of a bundle of
clothes or housewares? Give the details to Natalie! (https://loveinclakecounty.org/)

COOL Ministries — We support the COOL pantry in Waukegan with non-perishables. Collection
bins in hallway or give online. (CoolMinistries.org)

Prayer concerns? Consider reaching out so that our network of Prayer Warriors can pray. You
may remain anonymous. Email ChristLutheranVH@aol.com with your request. Would you join
with us in prayer? Send an email to be included on the prayer mailing list. The task is simple-but-
powerful — when time permits, open the email and read/pray with us.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Thank you for being part of this community of faith. If you
would like to support our service, we welcome donations, which can be provided by credit card or
Paypal through the link at the bottom of our webpage, ChristLutheranVH.org. Thank you!
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